Educational conversation with a prospective trainer

A prospective trainer is eligible to apply for initial approval once s/he has completed an approved foundation course for trainers in the West Midlands. The prospective trainer must be able to meet the Criteria for the Selection of General Practice Trainers in the West Midlands (2007). This information is available from the Herefordshire & Worcestershire GP Education website, www.hwgpe.org.uk, further down the page from which you downloaded this information 
If you are based in a practice that is not currently approved for training or it is some time since your practice had an approval visit, you will need a further formal visit. However, if the last visit was relatively recent, perhaps within the last year, it is appropriate for you to meet with the Area Programme Director, at a mutually convenient time and place, for an Educational Conversation. 

You will need to complete an application form and an educational conversation form. Both are available from www.hwgpe.org.uk. This site also gives contact details. The educational conversation form is not very relevant to the prospective trainer but is useful as a baseline so please complete it as appropriate Please send both documents to me, preferably by e-mail, at least two weeks before the planned date of the conversation.

At the meeting, I shall want to know about your educational plan for a prospective registrar. This should include information about the practice, an induction course, plans for needs assessment and a weekly timetable for the registrar. In the latter, there should be one or more regular slots for tutorials and we will want to discuss your ideas on how to assess the tutorials. It is hoped that you can demonstrate awareness of the single route for MRCGP and Summative Assessment and how to help a registrar in preparation. You should also bring a copy of your professional development plan and some evidence of involvement with recent audits. I do not need to see a video of a tutorial at this meeting.

Initial approval as a trainer is for twelve months from the commencement date of your first registrar. When this has been gained through an educational conversation, re-approval will require a formal practice visit and a video of a tutorial.

Please get in touch with any queries

Vic Schrieber

Associate Dean, Herefordshire & Worcestershire GP Education

